3. Encounters with God are God-sized.

Daniel 3:13-27 (ESV)

Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brought. So they brought these
men before the king.Nebuchadnezzar answered and said to them, “Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do
not serve my gods or worship the golden image that | have set up? Now if you are ready when you hear the sound of the horn,
pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, to fall down and worship the image that | have made, well and good. But
if you do not worship, you shall immediately be cast into a burning fiery furnace. And who is the god who will deliver you out of
my hands?” Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer
you in this matter. If this be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver

us out of your hand, O king. But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the golden image
that you have set up.” Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with fury, and the expression of his face was changed against Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego. He ordered the furnace heated seven times more than it was usually heated. And he ordered some of
the mighty men of his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace. Then
these men were bound in their cloaks, their tunics, their hats, and their other garments, and they were thrown into the burning
fiery furnace. Because the king’s order was urgent and the furnace overheated, the flame of the fire killed those men who took
up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell bound into the burning
fiery furnace. Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up in haste. He declared to his counselors, “Did we not cast
three men bound into the fire?” They answered and said to the king, “True, O king.” He answered and said, “But | see four men
unbound, walking in the midst of the fire, and they are not hurt; and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods.” Then
Nebuchadnezzar came near to the door of the burning fiery furnace; he declared, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of
the Most High God, come out, and come here!” Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out from the fire. And the satraps,
the prefects, the governors, and the king’s counselors gathered together and saw that the fire had not had any power over the
bodies of those men. The hair of their heads was not singed, their cloaks were not harmed, and no smell of fire had come upon
them.

4. What you do when God speaks shows what you believe.

1 Samuel 17:41-46 (ESV)

And the Philistine moved forward and came near to David, with his shield-bearer in front of him. And when the Philistine looked
and saw David, he disdained him, for he was but a youth, ruddy and handsome in appearance. And the Philistine said to David,
“Am | a dog, that you come to me with sticks?” And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. The Philistine said to David, “Come to
me, and | will give your flesh to the birds of the air and to the beasts of the field.” Then David said to the Philistine, “You come to
me with a sword and with a spear and with a javelin, but | come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of
Israel, whom you have defied. This day the Lord will deliver you into my hand, and | will strike you down and cut off your head. And
| will give the dead bodies of the host of the Philistines this day to the birds of the air and to the wild beasts of the earth, that all
the earth may know that there is a God in Israel.

5. True faith requires action.

James 2:14-26 (ESV)

What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith save him? If a brother or sister
is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them
the things needed for the body, what good is that? So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. But someone will

say, “You have faith and | have works.” Show me your faith apart from your works, and | will show you my faith by my works. You
believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder! Do you want to be shown, you foolish person,

that faith apart from works is useless? Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the
altar? You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed by his works; and the Scripture was fulfilled
that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness”—and he was called a friend of God. You see that a
person is justified by works and not by faith alone. And in the same way was not also Rahab the prostitute justified by works when
she received the messengers and sent them out by another way? For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart
from works is dead.

Implications:

1. We cannot stay where we are and go with God.

2. We have to make changes in our lives to follow God.

3. God is interested in partnering with people who will trust him before seeing the result.
4. When God shows up, what we do next reveals what we believe about him.
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NOTES: EXPERIENCING GOD - WEEK 7

Hebrews 11:1-16 (ESV)

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. For by it the people of old received their
commendation. By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not

made out of things that are visible. By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was
commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And through his faith, though he died, he still speaks. By
faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not found, because God had taken him. Now before

he was taken he was commended as having pleased God. And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would
draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. By faith Noah, being warned by God
concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he condemned the
world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith. By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a
place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he went to live in the
land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For he was looking
forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive,
even when she was past the age, since she considered him faithful who had promised. Therefore from one man, and him as good
as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.
These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having
acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a
homeland. If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. But
as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore, God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has
prepared for them a city.

1.  When God speaks, | will face a crisis of belief.

Joshua 6:1-5 (ESV)

Now Jericho was shut up inside and outside because of the people of Israel. None went out, and none came in. And the Lord said
to Joshua, “See, | have given Jericho into your hand, with its king and mighty men of valor. You shall march around the city, all
the men of war going around the city once. Thus shall you do for six days. Seven priests shall bear seven trumpets of rams’ horns
before the ark. On the seventh day you shall march around the city seven times, and the priests shall blow the trumpets. And
when they make a long blast with the ram’s horn, when you hear the sound of the trumpet, then all the people shall shout with a
great shout, and the wall of the city will fall down flat, and the people shall go up, everyone straight before him.”

Judges 7:1-8 (ESV)

Then Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) and all the people who were with him rose early and encamped beside the spring of Harod.
And the camp of Midian was north of them, by the hill of Moreh, in the valley. The Lord said to Gideon, “The people with you

are too many for me to give the Midianites into their hand, lest Israel boast over me, saying, ‘My own hand has saved me.” Now
therefore proclaim in the ears of the people, saying, ‘Whoever is fearful and trembling, let him return home and hurry away from
Mount Gilead.” Then 22,000 of the people returned, and 10,000 remained. And the Lord said to Gideon, “The people are still
too many. Take them down to the water, and | will test them for you there, and anyone of whom | say to you, ‘This one shall go
with you,” shall go with you, and anyone of whom | say to you, ‘This one shall not go with you,” shall not go.” So he brought the
people down to the water. And the Lord said to Gideon, “Every one who laps the water with his tongue, as a dog laps, you shall
set by himself. Likewise, every one who kneels down to drink.” And the number of those who lapped, putting their hands to
their mouths, was 300 men, but all the rest of the people knelt down to drink water. And the Lord said to Gideon, “With the 300
men who lapped | will save you and give the Midianites into your hand, and let all the others go every man to his home.” So the
people took provisions in their hands, and their trumpets. And he sent all the rest of Israel every man to his tent, but retained the
300 men. And the camp of Midian was below him in the valley.

2. Encounters with God require faith.

2 Corinthians 5:7 (ESV)
For we walk by faith, not by sight.

Isaiah 7:9 (ESV)
“And the head of Ephraim is Samaria, and the head of Samaria is the son of Remaliah. If you are not firm in faith, you will not be
firm at all.”

Matthew 17:20 (ESV)
He said to them, “Because of your little faith. For truly, | say to you, if you have faith like a grain of mustard seed, you will say to
this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,” and it will move, and nothing will be impossible for you.”



